
Water Loss Culprits 
Toilets 
Are the number one cause of indoor 
water loss. A stuck/open flapper can be caused 
by a bound up chain connecƟng the toilet flush 
handle or the flush handle geƫng stuck in the 
down posiƟon, resulƟng in a potenƟal water loss of 
200 gallons per hour. 
 
If the float is set too high, water will run down the 
overflow tube in the toilet tank. A tube that is 1/4 
inch in diameter wastes 7,200 to 8,640 gallons per 
day. 
 
To test your toilet for loss, let your toilet 
tank fill up before you go to bed, then turn off the 
water supply to your tank. When you wake up in 
the morning and turn back on supply to your tank, 
the water should not be running. You can also test 
your toilet for loss by placing 5—6 drops of food 
coloring in the tank and wait about 10 minutes 
without flushing, then check the toilet bowl. If the 
dye color shows in the bowl, you may have water 
loss.  


